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Introduction

The identification and management of atrial Fibrillation (AF) ensures patients at high risk of stroke are optimally
protected to prevent an ischaemic stroke and access the best quality of anticoagulation practice. Pharmacists globally
are in the perfect position to provide patients with a personalised package of care that encompasses the correct
support, education, choice and adherence to oral anticoagulation treatment, while avoiding adverse related events.

However, a framework characterising the standards to optimally provide pharmaceutical care for patients receiving oral
anticoagulation is lacking.

Objectives

Design and characterise a framework of international pharmacy standards for pharmaceutical care application on oral
anticoagulation for prevention of AF related strokes.

Method

Stage 1: Design an international framework for pharmaceutical practice application
and characterise specific standards with pharmacy practice dimensions
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Results

The framework consisted of thirteen overarching standards, which were defined and grouped into
four domains (figure 1).

Figure 1. Pharmaceutical standards grouped into 4 domains.
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Figure 2. Example of standards within the framework for pharmaceutical care application on
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Discussion

A clearly defined framework of international standards has been developed as a clinical tool and quality assurance to
optimise the delivery of care for oral anticoagulation in prevention of AF-related strokes. It will support pharmacists and
their teams to develop their professional practice, improve services, and deliver safe and high quality patient care across
all pharmacy settings. The framework is constructed with a uniform of standards that can be adapted if necessary in
recognition to elements of anticoagulant care that may differ between countries.

Conclusion

This is the first international standard framework for pharmacy anticoagulation services that
support the provision of high quality practice for local populations across the world.
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